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Last week we discussed some of the main problems and challenges in any act of 
“Interpretation” in general, and in Biblical Studies in particular.  This week we will be exploring 
together the basic principles used by scholars to read and interpret the Scriptures – the 
“Science of “Interpretation” known as “Hermeneutics.” 
 
Assignment #2 for Class on Saturday 16th September 2017 
 

Reading 
Please read Chapters 4 through 7 of A Short Introduction to Hermeneutics by David Jasper 
(WJK, 2004).  It’s not necessary to read everything at the same level of detail and focus, but I 
would like you to concentrate on these specific sections: “The Age of Reason” (Ch.3 - pp.62-
65); “Friedrich Schleiermacher” (Ch.4 - pp.82-85); All of Chapter 5 (pp.89-97); “Karl Barth & 
Rudolf Bultmann” (Ch.6 - pp.100-103); All of Chapter 7 (pp.119-129); and All of the 
Conclusion (pp.133-136). 
 
You may also want to revisit part of the reading from last week [the PDF of Chapter 2 - “First 
Things First: The Bible” from Craig Hill’s In God’s Time: The Bible and the Future (Eerdmans, 
2002)] on the website, considering in particular the difference between his “Deductive” and 
“Inductive” Models of Hermeneutics. 
 
Thinking & Responding – Writing Assignment 
Read carefully the Parable of the Talents a few times, with an open mind, trying to imagine (if 
you can) that you’ve never read or heard of this very familiar story before.  Focus specifically 
on Matthew’s version, and read Luke’s version by way of contrast. 
 

1. Matthew 25:14-13 
2. Luke 19:11-27   

 

1) Consider and record your initial reactions and responses to this story.  Think about why 
this is the “Default” Parable for Stewardship Campaigns. 

 

2) Go back and re-read the passages again, but this time read the entire chapters in which 
the parables are located (Matthew 25 and Luke 19).  Does the broader textual context of 
the parable impact or change your understanding of the parable’s meaning? 

 

3) Read the following Exegesis of the Parable of the Talents by Ched Myers and Eric 
DeBode from their Article “Towering Trees and Talented Slaves” published in The Other 
Side (May-June 1999, Vol.35, No.3): 

 

http://godspace.wordpress.com/2010/05/18/the-parable-of-the-talents-a-view-from-the-
other-side/ 

 

Consider and record your new reactions and responses to this story, in the light of the 
article by Myers & DeBode.  How has your View of the Parable Changed, and What 
Hermeneutical Principles have you been Employing? 
 

Please complete a 3-paragraph, 500-word Response Paper addressing these three 
points, and bring it to class on Saturday.  Be ready to discuss your ideas in class. 


